
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 19 February 2019] 

 p429c-429c 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

ANIMAL ACTIVISM 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.02 pm]: 
Over the last few months we have seen a number of incidents of vegan activism in Western Australia—protests at 
a Northbridge restaurant and at the Muchea saleyards; at the launch of the Aussie Farms website; and, last week, 
a confrontation with a farmer in Harvey. People are entitled to be vegans and make their own choices about their diet. 
People are entitled to advocate for their lifestyle choice. But we reject the harassment of farmers going about their 
lawful business of producing food for Western Australians. For the vast majority of Western Australians, animal 
products are an important part of their diet and their lifestyles. These activists might ask themselves, “Are these 
actions counterproductive to our own cause? Do we think these actions actually improve animal welfare 
outcomes?” Actions like those we have seen over the past few weeks simply alienate the farming community and 
the general public, and deflect from genuine attempts to improve animal welfare while supporting livestock farmers. 

We put these activists on notice that when laws are broken, there will be consequences. In Western Australia, there 
are significant penalties for trespass—one year’s imprisonment, and a $12 000 fine. These represent a very real 
deterrent. The Minister for Police has assured me that any farmer who raises a complaint will have their matter 
acted upon. The WA Police Force is ramping up its preparedness to respond quickly to this issue, with a meeting to 
be held in the near future with industry stakeholders, including WAFarmers, the Pastoralists and Graziers Association 
of Western Australia and the Kimberley–Pilbara Cattlemen’s Association. A key aim of this meeting will be to 
better prepare farmers and pastoralists on how to safely manage and report to police incidents involving trespassers 
or activists. In the meantime, we urge farmers to call the police and request their assistance to deal with people 
trespassing on their property. 
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